Gaynell Walley Burnett

June 9, 1943 - August 25, 2025

Although our hearts are broken, we rejoice that our precious mother &
grandmother is now walking the streets of heaven in a new body, free of the
ailments that restricted her here on this earth. Frances Gaynell Walley Burnett
was born to Billy Carl and Ora Williams Walley on June 9, 1943, in
Guntersville, Alabama, and left this walk of life on August 25, 2025, in
Hanceville, Alabama.

Gaynell’'s love for her family, her church, her friends, and her Savior was
beyond measure. She was always quick to tell others about and brag on her
three children, her seven grandchildren, and her ten great grandchildren. She
always welcomed the opportunity to gather as a family and enjoy good food
and lots of laughter.

Gaynell was a charter member of Eastside Baptist Church, Arab, where she
served in many capacities: Children’s Sunday School & VBS Teacher, Pianist,
expert “Fall Fest Sucker Tree Enthusiast”, and librarian. She was instrumental
in setting up the church library and encouraged others to join in her avid love
of reading.

Her love for others was evident. While still physically able, she could be found
visiting neighbors and looking for ways she could minister to them. For years,
she maintained a “card ministry” to rival all others. If you ever crossed paths
with her and developed any kind of relationship, you would get birthday and
Christmas cards, as well as any other card she could find to brighten your day.
In addition to playing the piano, Gaynell’s other passions include growing



various plants and flowers (her front porch looked like a greenhouse),
crocheting (many babies have been wrapped in afghans, booties, and caps
created by her), and learning (she was always looking for ways to increase
her knowledge and loved a challenging game of Scrabble and watching
Jeopardy and Wheel of Fortune).

Gaynell was preceded in death by her parents, her son Paul Burnett,
granddaughter Christina Walker, and two great grandsons, Rhyett and Rowan
Burnett. Left behind to carry on her legacy and cherish her memories are her
daughters, Darlene Garrett (Mike), and Deborah Walker (Denton Baker); her
grandchildren, Jeremy Garrett (Debbie), Daniel Walker, Kellye Garrett, Jace
Garrett (Alana), Jacob Burnett (MaryAnn), and Gregory Peak; and great-
grandchildren Micayla Garrett (Brendan Roberts), Addyson Garrett, Jackson
Garrett, Leah Garrett, Sam Garrett (due 9/22/25), Serenity Dorn, Collin Dorn,
Rygil Burnett, Rylyn Burnett and Elizabeth Peak.

Visitation for Gaynell will be at Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel on Thursday,
August 28, 2025 from 6:00 to 8:00pm. Services will be held at Eastside
Baptist Church on Friday, August 29. She will lie-in-state beginning at 1:00
with the funeral service at 2:00pm. Bro Rick Douglas & Bro. Kenny Mullins will
be officiating. Pall bearers will be Jeremy Garrett, Jace Garrett, Jacob Burnett,
Brendan Roberts, Chris Walley and Greg Walley. Honorary pall bearers will be
Daniel Walker, Jackson Garrett, Denton Baker, and Gregory Peak. Arab
Heritage Memorial Chapel is assisting the family with arrangements.

The family would like to thank Lynsey Cornelius and the nurses & CNAs of
Harmony Hills at Hanceville Nursing and Rehab, and Jodie, Dustin, Tyler, and
the rest of the staff of Southern Care Hospice for their loving care and
compassion for our mother and grandmother over the last several months.
What a blessing you have been!



Cemetery Details

Brookwood Cemetery

2059 Old Guntersville Road
Arab, AL 35016

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 28. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel
1340 North Main Street

Arab, AL 35016

(256) 586-4100

Lie-In-State

AUG 29. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Eastside Baptist Church
2000 Fry Gap Road
Arab, AL 35016

Funeral Service

AUG 29. 2:00 PM (CT)

Eastside Baptist Church
2000 Fry Gap Road
Arab, AL 35016






Tribute Wall

Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel - August 27, 2025 at 03:13 PM

Bill & Jane Walley & Family purchased the Peace
ful White Lilies Basket for the family of Gaynell
Walley Burnett.

Bill & Jane Walley & Family - August 27, 2025 at 10:36 AM

| was her caregiver for 9 months. She was the sweetest lady you
could ever meet. She an | had quiet a few conversations about
different things,especially children an grandchildren. She an | would
try to see who could beat who trying to answer the puzzles on
Wheel of Fortune. Lol &

She will be deeply missed my lots. RIP sweet lady.

Margaret Smith - August 26, 2025 at 07:39 PM


https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Jan Malone lit a candle in memory of Gaynell
Walley Burnett

Jan Malone - August 26, 2025 at 06:39 PM

Gwen Stapler and Family purchased the Forever
Our Angel Bouquet for the family of Gaynell
Walley Burnett.

Gwen Stapler and Family - August 26, 2025 at 05:15 PM

Angie Porterfield purchased the Divine Peace Bo
uquet for the family of Gaynell Walley Burnett.

Angie Porterfield - August 26, 2025 at 04:57 PM

Debora Lewis lit a candle in memory of
Gaynell Walley Burnett

Debora Lewis - August 26, 2025 at 04:03 PM



https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4715&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4715&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4715&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

So sorry Darlene to hear of Gayenell's passing. Prayers for all of you.

Debora Lewis - August 26, 2025 at 04:05 PM



