
Mr. John Havard Biggs Sr.
September 30, 1928 - August 4, 2020

John Havard Biggs, Sr. of Arab, Alabama passed away suddenly at his home
on Tuesday, August 4, 2020. He was 91 years old. 

 Mr. Biggs was the son of Elbert E. Biggs and Willie Havard Biggs, and born
September 30,1928 in Clark County, Alabama. He grew up in Mobile,
Alabama. He attended Murphy High School and later took college courses
through the University of Alabama Extension Center. 

 Mr. Biggs was a proud veteran of World War II and the Korean War, having
served in the Army Air Corps and the United States Army (as a Ranger). Later
he worked as a civilian employee of the Army at Redstone Arsenal. When he
returned from the Korean War, he met and married his beloved wife of 63
years, Memory Watts Biggs. 

 Throughout his life, he was active in fitness and athletics, first in school sports,
then as a boxer, bicyclist and runner. He enjoyed participating in competitive
running and triathlon events. In his middle years and into his seventies, he
enjoyed hiking, rappelling and rock climbing. Until the Covid-19 pandemic, he
still worked out at the gym several times weekly, when he was able.
Generations of Arab High School athletes, as well as his own grandchildren,
will remember him cheering them from the sidelines both at games and
practices. He was also a huge fan and loved Alabama football. He was a
Scottish Rite Mason. 

 Mr. Biggs became a Christian at a young age and, when he moved to Arab in
1965, he immediately joined the Arab First Baptist Church. There he served



as a Deacon, Sunday School teacher and VBS volunteer for many years. He
always enjoyed teaching and encouraging children and youth, but his greatest
pride was his family. 

 He is survived by his daughter, Carol B. Watkins (John); and his son, John H.
Biggs, Jr. (Sharon); his grandchildren, Matthew S. Shipp (JoAnna), Nathan M.
Shipp (Bonnie), Eric S. Watkins (Jodi), Adam C. Watkins, Jennifer A. Watkins,
and John H. Biggs, III; his great-grandchildren, Natasha, Colin, Xander, Caleb,
A.J. and Braeden. In addition to his parents and wife, he was predeceased by
his sister, Doris B. Megginson. 

 Visitation in honor of Mr. Biggs will take place on Monday, August 10, 2020
from 11:00 am-1:00 pm at the Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel. Funeral
services will be held on August 10, 2020 at 1:00 pm with Dr. Clint Landry and
Dr. David Kizziah officiating. Interment will be in the Arab Memorial Cemetery. 

 Pallbearers escorting Mr. Biggs to his final resting place will include: Matthew
S. Shipp, Nathan M. Shipp, Eric S. Watkins, Jennifer A. Watkins, John H.
Biggs III and Adam C. Watkins. 

 Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel, Directing.



Cemetery Details

Arab Memorial Cemetery

565 South Main Street
Arab, AL 35016

Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 10. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel
1340 North Main Street
Arab, AL 35016
(256) 586-4100

Service

AUG 10. 1:00 PM (CT)

Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel
1340 North Main Street
Arab, AL 35016
(256) 586-4100
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Sean Tully - August 12, 2020 at 07:17 PM

Sean Tully lit a candle in memory of Mr. John
Havard Biggs Sr.

Gayla Hayes - August 09, 2020 at 11:04 PM

Carol, there are too many memories to share! We are family. We
are praying for you and Johnny and your families. Our love to you
all. Your daddy is in a wonderful place and he’s happy and no more
pain. We surely do miss him and your mom though. So many
special memories to treasure! Love, Gayla, Dwight, and Leilani

CYNTHIA LAUREN WALLACE - August 09, 2020 at 09:26 PM

CYNTHIA LAUREN WALLACE lit a candle in
memory of Mr. John Havard Biggs Sr.

Dr. and Mrs Bernard Biederman, Mr. and Mrs. Moore - August
07, 2020 at 04:19 PM

Dr. and Mrs Bernard Biederman, Mr. and Mrs.
Moore purchased the Vivid Recollections for the
family of Mr. John Havard Biggs Sr..

https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1425&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1425&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Carolyn Brannon - August 07, 2020 at 12:44 PM

Linn and I are so sorry to hear of John's passing. Linn and John car
pooled for years back and forth to Redstone Arsenal. He was a
smart and kind man. We shall miss seeing him around Arab. God
bless you, Johnny and Carol.

james t flatt - August 07, 2020 at 08:39 AM

Mr. Biggs was a wonderful man and neighbor. He will be missed!

Flatt family - August 07, 2020 at 08:35 AM

Flatt family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for
the family of Mr. John Havard Biggs Sr..

Eddie Miller - August 05, 2020 at 09:45 PM

So sorry for your loss of Mr.Biggs.He was one of the finest men I
have ever met.Eddie Miller

https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

