
Judy Gibson Shelton
August 25, 1962 - September 6, 2025

Judy A. Shelton, 63, of Owens Cross Roads, Alabama, passed away
peacefully on September 6, 2025, at MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston,
Texas, surrounded by her loving family after a brief but courageous battle with
cancer. 

 

Born in Guntersville and raised in Union Grove, Judy’s early years were
shaped by the beauty of small-town life and the values of love, hard work, and
family. She was a devoted employee at Progress Rail Services in Albertville
for almost 33 years, where she was respected and admired by her colleagues.
She was set to retire at the end of this month, a milestone she had looked
forward to with joy and anticipation. Judy married the love of her life, Jeff
Shelton, on August 12, 2010. From that day forward, they built a life rooted in
love, laughter, and unwavering companionship. Their home was a reflection of
the joy they shared, full of warmth, kindness, and countless cherished
memories. Traveling together was one of Judy’s greatest joys, and she and
Jeff especially treasured their trips to favorite destinations like Nantucket,
Gatlinburg, the Caribbean, and the Gulf Coast. Whether it was a peaceful
getaway or the excitement of a football game or concert, every adventure was
made all the more meaningful simply by being together. Judy adored her only
child, Whitney, with all her heart. Their bond was one of deep love and
friendship, made even more special by their annual mother-daughter trips,
cheering on the Tigers in Baton Rouge and long days spent on the beach.



Judy was a cherished daughter herself to her father, Roger Gibson, who held
a special place in her heart throughout her life. 

 

Judy was a woman who found joy in the simple, beautiful things in life. She
possessed a quiet strength, a deep and steady love, and a profound
appreciation for the natural world around her. She cherished lighthouses,
blooming flowers, sunsets, the beach, and the mountains — especially during
Christmas time in the Smokies, one of her favorite traditions. Her back patio
was her sanctuary, a place where she would sit, reflect, and soak in the peace
of the world around her. Over the years, her faithful dogs were her constant
companions, bringing her comfort, laughter, and unconditional love. She was
a big fan of Hallmark movies and never passed up a chance to watch one (no
matter the season). She had a soft spot for leopard print, a fierce devotion to
the LSU Tigers, and a heart that welcomed everyone. To know Judy was to
know kindness, patience, and unwavering support. Her presence was gentle
but strong, and her love for her family and friends never wavered. 

 

Judy is survived by her husband, Jeff Shelton; father Roger Gibson of Union
Grove; daughter, Whitney Walker (Chuck) of Foley, AL; step-son, Bryce
Shelton of Nashville, TN; step-daughter, Krista Shelton of Madison, AL;
brother, Roger Lynn Gibson (Renee) of Scottsboro, AL; sisters, Terri Jordan
(Daryl) of Cedar Bluff, AL and Paige Narrell (Greg) of Union Grove, AL. She is
also survived by many 

 loving nieces and nephews, as well as numerous extended family members
and friends who filled her life with joy. 

 

Judy is preceded in death by her mother, Joan Gibson of Union Grove, AL;
grandparents James and Ruby Powell of Arab, AL and Gene and Evelyn
Gibson of Union Grove, AL. 

 

Honored to serve as pallbearers are Daniel Paschal, Clay Kelley, Jerrod



Kelley, Will Davenport, Jack Parimore and Doug Morris, each of whom held a
special place in Judy’s life. Family and friends are invited to attend visitation at
Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel in Arab, Alabama, on Monday, September 15,
2025, from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm. The funeral service will be held at the same
location on Tuesday, September 16, 2025, at 11:00 am, with Bro. Greg Narrell
officiating. Burial will follow immediately afterward at Union Grove First Baptist
Church Cemetery. Arab Heritage Memorial Chaple entrusted will
arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Union Grove Cemetery (Marshall County)

3920 Union Grove Road
Union Grove, AL 35175

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 15. 5:30 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel
1340 North Main Street
Arab, AL 35016
(256) 586-4100

Funeral Service

SEP 16. 11:00 AM (CT)

Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel
1340 North Main Street
Arab, AL 35016
(256) 586-4100
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Paula Hawkins - September 15, 2025 at 10:36 AM

Paula Hawkins lit a candle in memory of Judy
Gibson Shelton

Estelle Phillips - September 14, 2025 at 09:40 AM

Estelle Phillips lit a candle in memory of Judy
Gibson Shelton

Nalani Clements McNary - September 13, 2025 at 10:22 PM

Nalani Clements McNary lit a candle in
memory of Judy Gibson Shelton

Pat ward - September 12, 2025 at 04:59 PM

The family knew right away that Judy was a perfect fit for Jeff, his
soul mate. She was all about family. A beautiful, one of a kind
,sweet lady. I had the pleasure not so long ago to sit & visit w/ her. I
feel blessed to have known her & look forward to meeting up in
heaven. Prayers & love , Aunt Pat Ward


