Richard Paul Johnston

December 10, 1936 - June 17, 2025

Richard Paul Johnston, age 88, of Coker, AL, formerly of Guntersville,
Alabama, passed away Tuesday afternoon, June 17, 2025 at Hospice of West
Alabama in Tuscaloosa, AL. Richard was born in Monroeville, Pennsylvania
on December 10, 1936. Richard graduated from high school and pursued
higher education by earning a master’s degree. His professional journey
flourished as an engineer with General Electric. Richard was married to
Susette Lawrence Johnston and was a member of the Warrenton Methodist
Church.

Richard was a man of remarkable talents and passions. His interests involved
the skies, seas, and land. He served his country with honor in the US Air
Force; but aviation was not merely a career for Richard but a lifelong love.
Owning his own plane, he embraced the freedom and adventure of flight.
Richard was drawn to the water as well; he captained his 50-foot yacht and
navigated waters with the same precision he brought to flying and
engineering.

Richard’s connection to the land was just as intense as it was with the skies
and water. He cared for his farm and horses with as much commitment and
passion as he did in his other interests. His life was one of accomplishment,
exploration, and deep appreciation for the world around him.

He will be remembered not only for his achievements but for his boundless



spirit and the inspiration he provided to those who knew and loved him. His
family and friends carry forward his legacy of striving for greatness in every
endeavor. Family Richard leaves behind to value and cherish memories
include his wife, Susette Lawrence Johnston; sons, Ricky Johnston (Julie) and
Mike Johnston (Vonda); stepson, Seth Moore; stepdaughter, Sarah Price
(Ross); brother, Milton Johnston (Carole); and several grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Richard was “PapPap” to a very special granddaughter, Harper Price,
daughter of Ross and Sarah, for the past 20 months. From the moment
Harper was born, she found a cherished place in his lap, and his face would
light up whenever she came to visit. Not a day passed without Richard asking,
“When is that grandbaby coming?” Harper brought him immeasurable joy and
filled his days with love and laughter.

Richard was preceded in death by his parents; his first wife, Nancy Stroschein
Johnston; and his daughter, Nancy Marie Johnston.

Services for Richard will be Sunday, June 22, 2025 at Arab Heritage Memorial
Chapel in Arab, Alabama. Family, friends and guests will gather for a visitation
beginning at 1:00pm until the funeral service begins at 2:00pm. Reverand
Vicky Mann will officiate. Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel entrusted with
arrangements. In lieu of flowers consider donations to Warrenton Methodist
Church.



Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 22. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel
1340 North Main Street

Arab, AL 35016

(256) 586-4100

Funeral Service

JUN 22. 2:00 PM (CT)

Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel
1340 North Main Street

Arab, AL 35016

(256) 586-4100



Tribute Wall

Steven S. purchased the Serene Retreat for the
family of Richard Paul Johnston.

Steven S. - June 23, 2025 at 01:20 PM

43 files added to the album LifeTributes

Arab Heritage Memorial Chapel - June 22, 2025 at 12:27 PM

Scotty & Deidra & Mildred purchased the Country
Basket Blooms for the family of Richard Paul
Johnston.

Scotty & Deidra & Mildred - June 21, 2025 at 12:44 PM


https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Richard Paul Johnston.

June 21, 2025 at 11:03 AM

Rachel Plazek & family purchased the Simply Ele
gant Spathiphyllum for the family of Richard Paul
Johnston.

Rachel Plazek & family - June 20, 2025 at 11:45 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Richard Paul Johnston.

June 20, 2025 at 11:27 AM

Rick, we were kids when | met your father. Lot of moments as we
grew into adults and time shared with you and your family. Your
father's corvair and the engine. | always remember him when | see
one on the road. Flying down to Florida. Hanging out enjoying the
banter of being together. Those times good memories. In our
memory always. Our condolences to you, Jules and your family and
your brother Mike and his family

Hank Waters - June 20, 2025 at 04:32 AM


https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.arabheritagememorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

1 file added to the tribute wall

Laurel McMullon - June 19, 2025 at 05:55 AM

This is my favorite picture of Pap-pap and my grandma, Nancy. They
were so proud and happy with their first great- grand baby, Grace! We

miss you Pap-pap! Kiss Grandma in heaven for me.

Laurel McMullon - June 19, 2025 at 06:02 AM



